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There is a brief chapter on "The Program of Socialism," 
giving a summary of the Socialist philosophy and the working 
platforms of some of the more important countries. The "Inter- 
national," both the Old and the New, is described with a brief 
sketch of its history, method of organization, and functions. A 
supplementary chapter summarizes the Socialist movement in those 
minor countries not described in the body of the work. 

The book is one of the best, if not the best, for reading by any- 
one who wishes to secure an answer to the questions, "Who are 
the Socialists? What do they believe? What are they doing? 
How are they organized?" and these are the important points to 
know about this movement. 

A. M. Simons 



La philosophie de Taine: Essai Critique. Par Paul N6ve. 
Louvain, Paris, Bruxelles, 1908. Pp. 359. 

This essay opens with a biographical sketch in which much 
attention is given to Taine's strong inclination to absolute privacy 
with respect to his personal affairs. 

The philosophy of Taine is treated in two parts: the first part 
occupying more than two-thirds of the entire essay, Les Causes; 
the second part, Les Normes. The essay is primarily a study in 
philosophy, not sociology. 

The investigation of Taine's theory of causes begins with first 
or final causes, that is, with metaphysics. While some of Taine's 
critics, Faguet, for example, have maintained that Taine systemati- 
cally avoided metaphysics, Neve finds a clear enunciation of meta- 
physical principles in numerous passages of his work (cf. Neve, pp. 
38-39). According to Taine, metaphysics is a search for first 
causes, that is to say for general laws which in virtue of their 
generality dominate all the sciences and yet are not treated by any 
particular science (p. 40). Taine undertook to apply the inductive 
method to metaphysics to construct a metaphysique positiviste. Fol- 
lowing this survey of final first causes, there are five chapters deal- 
ing successively with subordinate or secondary causes as they 
express themselves in the world, in society, in man-psychology, in 
institutions, and in aesthetics. 

Taine, a devoted disciple of Spinoza, was a pantheist. Accord- 
ing to Bourget, cited by Neve, p. 68, Taine was never anything but 
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a philosopher; to the reviewer he is always a poet. Neve happily 
observes, p. 75 : "La science aboutit a la poesie ; elle engendre une 
sympathie universelle par la revelation de la communaute de 
nature qui unit tous les etres dans vaste harmonie du monde." 

The fourth chapter, that on society, is probably the central point 
of interest for the student of sociology, unless it be the following 
chapter, that on psychology. In his social philosophy Taine postu- 
lates what he calls the law of the primordial factors. These primor- 
dial factors are: milieu, race, and moment or time. With respect 
to the stages and the forces of social evolution and the order of 
the sequence of the natural and moral sciences the thought of 
Taine runs closely parallel with that of Auguste Comte, although 
Neve insists, and no doubt correctly (p. 343), that Taine was never 
directly influenced by Comte. The conception of a natural sequence 
of the sciences lies really in the conception of evolution itself and 
cannot be rated as a great discovery. Taine's sociology and psy- 
chology stand together. In each the master faculty plays a great 
role. Everything is but the expression, under subordinate laws, 
of the one great first cause, absolute and perfect being (cf. p. 41). 
Neve might have claimed more credit for Taine's originality in psy- 
chology as distinguished from philosophy; history of images has 
attained extraordinary development in experimental psychology. 

In his exposition of religion, social organization, and politics, 
Taine's determinism calls forth a vigorous and telling criticism 
from Neve who urges that Taine failed to apply the inductive 
method to the study of religion and that his utterances on religion 
are merely the deductions from his pantheism. Neve also denies 
that Taine has successfully applied the inductive method to his 
study of aesthetics. 

But it is in the discussion of normes, Taine's theory of morals, 
logic, politics, and the ideal in art, the closing chapters of the essay, 
that Neve attacks most vigorously Taine's determinism. He calls 
particular attention to the change in attitude, though not in prin- 
ciples, which the Franco-Prussian war with its incidents and con- 
sequences, effected in Taine. The reader must make something 
of an effort to find what were Taine's norms in morals. His logic 
was essentially that of Mill. His ideal in politics may be found in 
his Les origines de la France contemporaine, though after 1870 he 
tended to be a counselor instead of a mere expositor. His ideal in 
art was the beauty of nature but subject to correction (le but de 
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l'art est done en quelque sorte de corriger la nature, p. 321 ) ; he 
believed in its beneficent reaction on character (cette notion de la 
bienfaisance du caractere s'accorde, en effet, assez difficilement avec 
la principe deterministe, p. 333). He laid down rules which should 
be observed in the production of art (pp. 320 f.). 

The essay concludes with some observations on the influence 
which Taine has exercised on art, literature and science, and on 
what will probably be durable in his philosophic system. May not 
the style of Taine be recognized as his most lasting charm? 

Isaac Althaus Loos 



Hampa Afro-Cubana, Los Negros Brujos {Afro-Cuban Vaga- 
bondage, the Negro Witches']. By Fernando Ortiz. 
With a Critical Introductory Letter by Dr. C. Lombroso. 
Madrid: Libreria de Fernando Fe, 1906. Pp. xvi-f-432. 
48 illus. 
In this volume Doctor Ortiz, a distinguished lawyer and scholar 
of Havana, has furnished important data for a study in criminal 
ethnology and social pathology. The weird incantations introduced 
by the natives of widely different parts of "The Dark Continent" 
indicate the psycho-sociological characteristics of the colored people 
of Cuba. The author has spared no pains or expense in inquir- 
ing into the dangerous, disgusting, and immoral teachings and 
practices perpetuated from one generation to the next by the unen- 
lightened and unreclaimed pagans in the island. Their forms and 
formulas and their disastrous effects are explained "in order that 
their present evils may be considered in their true magnitude and 
that the people being aroused may make the effort necessary to 
effect the moral progress of society by the exaltation of noble 
ideals, the restraint of selfishness, and the promotion of altruism — 
the sentiment of love and universal co-operation, which is not yet 
so widely extended as our human pride would lead us to believe. 

Albert J. Steelman 
Joliet, III. 

The Religion of a Democrat. By Charles Zueblin. New 
York : B. W. Nuebsch. Pp. 192. 
The six chapters of this small volume contain the confession of 
faith of a very manly and sincere mind in full sympathy with the 



